2011 Memory and City conference – Feedback on the walking tours (Yeoville)
	1. Nationality

	French

	2. Profession

	Assistant Professor in urban Geography

	3. Which tour did you attend?

	I am not sure of the name : Yeoville diverse ethnic communities through the cooking

	4. What were the highlights of the tour? What did you like most about the tour?

	It was just a fantastic tour!
A two voice tour (with Jean-Pierre (?) and Maurice ( ?)) which gave us the opportunity to go inside houses of very different people, from various geographical backgrounds, who sometime gave us some very interesting details on their life in Jo’Burg (especially Ivory Coast : thanks to Claire Benit-Gbaffou)
Cooking was actually a modest and very efficient door to go into this diversity and to discover everyday lives of very different communities.

I really enjoyed the experience very much, and I think it is very original.

Thank you very much to all the organizers!


	5. What could have been better / could be changed? Do you have any suggestions (with regard to format, pace and timing, content, sites visited…)?

	Maybe the visit could have been longer?
Maybe we could have made a bigger stop, for instance for a drink in one of the restaurants / cafes we visited.
It was a bit frustrating not to have the time of a longer observation, sitting and becoming more a bit part of the place.

	6. Was there anything missing in the tour?

	No (except for a stop during the tour maybe: see above comment).


	7. Comments

	An amazing tour that brought us into the mosaic of the diverse immigrant communities from Africa in Jo’burg. Really extraordinary!



	1. Nationality

	Zimbabwean

	2. Profession

	Student

	3. Which tour did you attend?

	The Migrant’s restaurants/places tour

	4. What were the highlights of the tour? What did you like most about the tour?

	Visiting the Ethiopian restaurant and seeing how they prepare their dishes.

Just seeing how various migrants from various nationalities carve out a piece of their homeland in a foreign land and in the process perpetuate their associational lives and culture.



	5. What could have been better / could be changed? Do you have any suggestions (with regard to format, pace and timing, content, sites visited…)?

	Yes- we visited an Ethiopian Church but the Head Pastor refused us entry – so I suggest that permissions need to be secured prior to the tour to avoid such complications.



	6. Was there anything missing in the tour?

	I guess there were very few of the migrants who were willing to openly discuss with us – but I guess with additional tours they will be freer to talk about their own stories.



	7. Comments

	The tours were very enlightening and the tour guides displayed a great knowledge about their subject areas. But one thing that I remember is that one of the conference attendees had her camera stolen at the Hall before we left for the tours so perhaps next time people need to be put on alert before they even get to Yeoville.




	1. Nationality

	Zimbabwean

	2. Profession

	Graduate Student

	3. Which tour did you attend? 

	Architecture

	4. What were the highlights of the tour? What did you like most about the tour?

	The guide is a living encyclopaedia of the architecture and history of Yeoville.

Each of the buildings where we stopped the guide would explain its architecture in the context of the style of the period. He was able to link architectural styles to the history of the city and the country. We also visited the old waterworks and the village there.

	5. What could have been better / could be changed? Do you have any suggestions (with regard to format, pace and timing, content, sites visited…)?

	The pace was rapid and too many buildings were visited. Focus on three or four buildings/sites would be ideal to give more time for discussion and reflection.

	6. Was there anything missing in the tour?

	The only old resident of  Yeoville was the guide. The buildings spoke their history but never as lived places since the old residents are gone. The layered history of the suburb may be revealed by old residents who could  get more involved in the tour.

	7. Comments

	The group was followed by two men who appeared suspicious. Their presence made some members uncomfortable and insecure. There is need to liaise with the police, for any walking tours in places like Yeoville.


	1. Nationality

	South African

	2. Profession

	University Professor

	3. Which tour did you attend?

	Diaspora

	4. What were the highlights of the tour? What did you like most about the tour?

	I thought it was a great tour. We visited a range of establishments that gave us a sense of the great diversity of people and activities in Yeoville. I was pleased that it wasn’t romanticised – it was presented in a low key, semi-spontaneous way which by no means minimised some of the challenges for people moving into Yeoville from other countries in Africa. I even found the slight eruption of tempers at the market over the filming of one of the stallholders illuminating. It was strongly suggestive of the vulnerability of some of the merchants and the debate around what can be thought of as public was interesting. I don’t really have any ideas of how the tour could be improved.

	5. What could have been better / could be changed? Do you have any suggestions (with regard to format, pace and timing, content, sites visited…)?

	I don’t know – I really liked it as it was – I liked its slightly ad hoc nature.



	6. Was there anything missing in the tour?

	No.

	7. Comments

	


	1. Nationality

	French

	2. Profession

	Cultural officer

	3. Which tour did you attend?

	Cultural tour

	4. What were the highlights of the tour? What did you like most about the tour?

	· The visit of the rasta house

· The visit of the potter

	5. What could have been better / could be changed? Do you have any suggestions (with regard to format, pace and timing, content, sites visited…)?

	

	6. Was there anything missing in the tour?

	

	7. Comments

	


	1. Nationality (double entry for a couple who attended)

	South African and French

	2. Profession

	Teacher and Project Finance Officer

	3. Which tour did you attend?

	Yeoville political tour with Tammy of the YBCDT

	4. What were the highlights of the tour? What did you like most about the tour?

	The ‘political’ tour around Yeoville with Tammy was a fantastic experience with a really motivated and interesting guide.  It showed the city under a completely new light for us, revealing differences and creating bridges with our experience of urban (re)newal in Marseille.

	5. What could have been better / could be changed? Do you have any suggestions (with regard to format, pace and timing, content, sites visited…)?

	Nothing.  It was great just like that.

	6. Was there anything missing in the tour?

	No

	7. Comments

	A wonderful day that got motivation up and changed the course of ¿history?




	1. Nationality

	French

	2. Profession

	Professor / Researcher

	3. Which tour did you attend?

	Culture and Arts

	4. What were the highlights of the tour? What did you like most about the tour?

	I loved the place, the atmosphere of Yeoville, and also the universes discovered behind some doors 

	5. What could have been better / could be changed? Do you have any suggestions (with regard to format, pace and timing, content, sites visited…)?

	It was perfect regarding to the timing

	6. Was there anything missing in the tour?

	No

	7. Comments

	It was really a nice and interesting walking tour



	1. Nationality

	Luxemburg

	2. Profession

	PhD student

	3. Which tour did you attend?

	The Political tour led by Thabo

	4. What were the highlights of the tour? What did you like most about the tour?

	Thabo has a very fresh and enthusiastic take on things, a very good knowledge of the current problems and challenges of Yeoville and a keen interest in history.

	5. What could have been better / could be changed? Do you have any suggestions (with regard to format, pace and timing, content, sites visited…)?

	It would be great to schedule maybe an encounter with someone else from the neighbourhood. We only saw buildings; it is even better to meet people. For instance, Thabo spoke of how crowded some of these houses were, maybe it would be possible to visit such a family?

	6. Was there anything missing in the tour?

	The political history that we covered was essentially ANC history, only focusing on the ‘big figures’ of the past who happened to have lived there. I think it is important to develop an approach that includes other aspects of political history: squatting movements; strikes; big demonstrations, concerned residents associations, etc… and not just focusing on poltical heroes.

As stated above, what I missed was contact with people from Yeoville.

	7. Comments

	


	1. Nationality

	French

	2. Profession

	PhD candidate

	3. Which tour did you attend?

	Political Tour (Thammy)

	4. What were the highlights of the tour? What did you like most about the tour?

	What I liked:

- learning more about the political figures of Yeoville

- Thammy’s own point of view of the political situation of the neighbourhood 

- walking in the streets of Yeoville

	5. What could have been better / could be changed? Do you have any suggestions (with regard to format, pace and timing, content, sites visited…)?

	Maybe more information about the wider context of the Apartheid, and the part of Yeoville in the city

	6. Was there anything missing in the tour?

	Maybe more interaction with the residents?

	7. Comments

	


